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‘Covered Bridge Above High Falls’—Photo Courtesy of Bob Bohn, Mt Pleasant SC 

There is a lot going on in DuPont Forest this summer.  
Visitors continue to come from the area, from other 
states and from other countries.  Hiking in the Forest 
last month, I met a group from Sweden who were 
spending five days in North Carolina and DuPont was 
one of their stops.  Besides visiting our wonderful wa-
terfalls, visitors are attracted by over 80 miles of multi-
use trails which are used by mountain bikers, equestri-
ans, and hikers. 
 
From the Buck Forest parking lot you can see the pro-
gress on the permanent restrooms and Visitors Center.  
Work on the current contract is hoped to be completed 
by the end of the year, but interior work in the Visitors 
Center will still need to be completed.  The Visitors 
Center will provide a central point to gain information 
and learn more about the unique aspects of the Forest. 
Currently, our DuPont Host team provides information 
on weekends at the shelters at the Hooker Falls and 
Buck Forest parking lots.  We appreciate Coni Taylor’s 
efforts in recruiting and training new members.  If you 
are interested in becoming part of the team, contact 
volunteers@dupontforest.com 

We are proud of our partnerships with other groups.  I hope you will visit the shelter at Lake 
Imaging and the new pier at Lake Dense which are a joint effort of FODF, Western Pied-
mont Community College and the DSF staff.  On August 25th, Brevard College students will 
work with FODF on projects in the Forest as part of the “Move a Mountain Day”.  We had 
our first volunteer trail workday with the Pisgah Trail Blazers on May 24th clearing over 2.5 
miles of trails. The next trail workday is scheduled for August 23rd. Contact Chuck Cordray 
at chucksc855@msn.com if you are interested in helping. 
 
We are looking forward to our annual Canoe Day on Lake Julia. It has become such a popu-
lar event; we overwhelmed the parking area at Fawn Lake.  We are asking that you make 
reservations for the morning or afternoon to try to spread out the crowd.  We hope to see 
you there. 
 
Our fall Tour de Falls is scheduled for October 18 and 19. The Cedar Mountain Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary will again be on hand to provide lunch and refreshments.  We totaled over 
400 volunteer hours during the Mother’s Day Tour de Falls.  We will again need volunteers 
in October.  Contact volunteers@dupontforest.com to sign up. I hope you are enjoying your 
summer and that you are finding time to explore new areas of DuPont State Forest. 
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Special Projects, Visitation, Training and Voluntee r Activities 
 
The first half of 2008 has been a very busy time for the DuPont State Forest (DSF) staff and volun-
teers. So far this year, DSF staff members have worked over 120 days on various fire assignments 
from the mountains to the coast.  Normal duties on the Forest, working to complete the Forest Man-
agement Plan and monitoring the Visitor Center construction has kept the DSF fully occupied this 
summer. 
 
The Forest is back up to a full staff of eight people. Robert Pace started work as an equipment opera-
tor on August 1, 2008.  Robert worked as a chase truck driver at the DFR regional office in Asheville 
and prior to that worked at Kanuga Conference. 
 
Stream levels at the Forest are low because of the exceptional drought, but attendance has not dropped in spite of less water coming 
over the falls.  Visitation was estimated to be 62,000 from January through June of 2008.  The busiest months are July and October, 
so total visitation for the year should exceed the five year average of 120,000. 
 
Many volunteers and groups have helped make improvements to the DSF trails and facilities. Volunteers from Western Piedmont 
Community College came in June and assisted DSF staff to replace the deck on the Dense Lake pier. FODF paid for construction 
materials and food for the work crew. The Southern Off-Road Bicycle Association (SORBA), under the direction of Woody Keen, held 
volunteer workdays in April and June. They completed improvements to the steep downhill section of the Burnt Mountain Trail and 
reconstructed the downhill portion of the Air Strip Trail. SORBA held another workday in August and made improvements to the Cedar 
Rock Trail. The Pisgah Trail Blazers continue to come on a monthly basis to assist with trail and facility maintenance.   
 
The American Endurance Riders Conference (AERC) sponsored a trail master certification workshop at the Forest in July. The twelve 
students split their time between the classroom and hands-on experience in trail design, construction and maintenance. Trails in four 
states will benefit from this training, because there were students from Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia, as well as North 
Carolina. 
 
The USAF 6th Special Operations, 8th SOS and 24th STS Units from Hurlburt Field, Florida conducted training exercises in the Forest 
this summer. Other training included the NCNG 210 MP Company from Sylva and the Western NC Rescue College.   

 
Many area summer camps used the Forest this summer for a variety of 
recreational activities. The Brevard Running Camp sent hundreds of cross 
county runners out to train on Forest trails during July. Some summer 
camps sent groups to the Forest for volunteer service projects. Campers 
from Camp Tekoa came several days to help with trail maintenance and 
trash pick up. 
 
Former Governor Jim Hunt and family members visited the Forest in Au-
gust. It was Governor Hunt’s first visit to the Forest. His administration 
worked with Friends of the Falls to acquire a 2,200-acre addition to the Du-
Pont Forest that included Triple Falls, High Falls, Bridal Veil Falls and Lake 
Julia. 
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Trainees in the AERC Trail Master class get hands-on training in trail maintenance techniques as they make improvements to the Reasonover Creek 
Trail in DuPont State Forest. The certification workshop was taught by Mike Riter of Trail Design Specialists in Snellville GA. Photo Courtesy of David 
Brown, DSF Supervisor.  

Woolly Adelgid Research 

FODF is supporting the NC Forest Service’s efforts to curtail the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid problem 
at DSF. At this time, a team is being set up and will be trained to assist the Rangers in follow-up 
and monitoring activities for designated locations.  FODF members who are interested in partici-
pating in this vital activity are requested to send an e-mail expressing their interest to:  

volunteers@dupontforest.com  
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Keep up to date with more events sponsored by the F riends of  
DuPont Forest by going to www.dupontforest.com.  
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FODF members who participated in the Rocks and Water geology hike on 
May 3rd came away with a new perspective of DuPont State Forest and a 
new vocabulary. At the conclusion of the hike the participants were con-
versant with a number of geological descriptions as well as gaining basic 
insights into the Forest’s interesting geological history. 
 
Two experienced geologists from the NC Geological Survey office in 
Asheville, Bart Cattanach and Carl Merschat, developed and conducted 
the program which took several hours. 
 
Starting with an illustrated geological map of the DSF area, the geologists 
provided samples of the major rock types found in this area. Henderson 
Gneiss, Table Rock Gneiss (most prevalent) and the Poor Mountain For-
mation (oldest and least prevalent). 

 
Following the brief orientation ses-
sion, the group proceeded to High 
Falls and Triple Falls. Stops were 
made at key locations for informa-
tional briefings and to illustrate frac-
tures, fault lines and other geologic 
features.  One geologist plunged his 
rock hammer into what appeared to 
be a solid rock wall but which turned 
out to be saprolitic trondhjemite, a 
thoroughly weathered igneous rock 

common to this area. Other stops 
illustrated the interesting phenome-
non of the tendency of larger frac-
tures to have secondary fractures at 
90 to 120 degree angles to the pri-
mary fracture.  The geologists also 
pointed out the unique identification 
feature found in the Henderson 
Gneiss formation, the eye shaped 
mineral feature known as augen to 
those working in the field. 
 
As a whole, the participants found this hike both highly interesting and 
educational. One member remarked that he will never have the same feel-
ings about the Forest and was looking forward to briefing guests and visi-
tors using the knowledge he had gained on the tour. 
 
This activity had been scheduled earlier in the year but was cancelled 
when  a series of pop-up lightning and thunderstorms came up at  the last 
minute. Mother Nature was a bit more understanding on this occasion and 
held back the rainstorm until the hikers had returned to the parking area. 

 
 

Photos Courtesy of John Carney 

Rock sample and map orientation 

Trailside discussion 

Riverside review 

Fracture Illustration 

Henderson Gneiss 

Table Rock Gneiss 
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The last weekend in June Western Piedmont Community College visited DuPont State Forest once again. Instructor Eric Hurley and 
13 students from his building construction class came to rebuild the pier at Lake Dense.  The 80' x 8' pier was in disrepair and not built 
according to code.  The group began work on Friday morning and finished on Sunday afternoon. The materials and food were pro-
vided by FODF, lodging and support was given by DuPont State Forest.  Eric and his group are scheduled to be back in November for 
one more project this year.  This group is a valuable asset to DSF and FODF as they do quality work, and these service projects save 
the State and FODF money.         Photos Courtesy of Chris McDonnell.   
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Eric Hurley as Soldier #2  
Photo Courtesy of Sarah Daniels 

Since 1998, fans of the movie "The Last of the Mohicans" have traveled from all over the 
globe to attend the Mohican Gatherings. Started by Rich Federici, these Gatherings are an 
informal way for fans of the movie to get together and visit the many sites where the movie 
was filmed. Over the years we have visited Chimney Rock Park, DuPont State Forest, Table 
Rock, Linville Falls, Biltmore Estate, the Nolichucky River, Manor Inn, Blue Ridge Motion Pic-
tures Studio, and other places involved in the filming. We have had extras and workers from 
the movie, along with some of the major stars such as Russell Means, Wes Studi, and Eric 
Schweig in previous years.  

In 2008, the tradition continued, with a visit to many of the film 
sites including DuPont State Forest (formerly DuPont Corporation 
Property). Scenes were filmed at Hooker Falls, Triple Falls, High 
Falls, and Bridal Veil Falls, and fans of the movie delighted in 
seeing these sites in person. With assistance from FODF’s Chris 
McDonnell and Eric Hurley, guests were able to visit these water-
falls and had an enjoyable time. 

Eric Hurley is the Coordinator/Instructor, Building Construction 
Technology - Division of Science, Engineering & Mathematics at 
Western Piedmont Community College in Morganton NC. Eric & 
his students have completed construction projects in DuPont 
such as the new Triple Falls steps, the Bridal Veil viewing plat-
form, the new piers at Lake Julia, Fawn Lake & at Lake Dense. 
Eric was Soldier #2 in the movie The Last of the Mohicans filmed 
in 1992 and was an unspecified assistant in the movie The Patriot in 2000 which stared Mel 
Gibson. In May of 2007, Eric and his friend James Cagle downloaded a video clip onto You-
Tube showcasing their Dulcimer talents, titled Amazing Grace on dulcimer. Look it up. It’s 
listed under NC Hillbillies. 



 

DuPont Forest is located in both Henderson and Transylva-
nia counties in the mountains of Western North Carolina. 
The beginning of the tour is located adjacent to the Buck 
Forest entrance on Staton/DuPont Road, where the Cedar 
Mountain Fire Department Auxiliary will have a concession 
stand featuring hot dogs, chips, beverages and other food 
items. No advance reservations are required for the Tour 
which generally takes about 2 hours depending on how 
long participants choose to spend at each stop. A $10 per 
person donation is requested. 

Friends of DuPont Forest is a non-profit corporation dedi-
cated to the preservation and improvement of the 10,400 
acres of DuPont State Forest. The Tour de Falls weekends 
have been planned to provide families and those who can-
not hike the distance required a chance to see the beauty 
of North Carolina’s fall wild flowers at some of the most 
spectacular waterfalls in the Southeast. Participants will 
also have the chance to see several FODF-sponsored pro-
jects, including a staircase to Triple Falls, new shelters and 
picnic tables at High and Triple Falls, and a new path and 
viewing area at Bridal Veil Falls. 
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Upper Bridal Veil Falls—Photo Courtesy of Bob Bohn, Mt. Pleasant, SC —Spring Tour 2008 

Friends of DuPont Forest will again sponsor the Tour de Falls, a 12 mile tour by shuttle bus to four of DuPont Forest’s 
most beautiful sites: Triple Falls, High Falls, Bridal Veil Falls, and Lake Julia. The Tour will take place on Saturday, Octo-
ber 18 and Sunday, October 19. Easy-to-enter shuttles will run from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m, allowing visitors the chance to 
enjoy each site for as long as they like. Three of the sites have shelters with picnic tables and benches. Visitors are en-
couraged to bring their cameras, to take short hikes, or just enjoy the beauty of the falls and lake, all of which pro-
vide dramatic backdrops for family or scenic photographs. FODF will have volunteer members on each shuttle and at the 
four stops to assist where needed and to answer questions. 

For more information contact the 
FODF at (828) 692-2929 or (828) 
877-6431, or visit the FODF web-
site, www.dupontforest.com.  The 
website has directions to the Buck 
Forest parking area. 

High Falls—Photo Courtesy of Nancy Black 
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Date  Event     Contact  Phone  Limit 
   
8/16/2008  Summer Hike to Stone Mountain  Bev Parli er 883-9278  
  The strenuous hike to the top of Stone Mountain provides great views 
9/6/2008  Litter-Pick Up    Camille Ziegler  
  Join the Litter Haters!  Meet at Lake Imaging Parking lot at 9am  Help clean up the roadsides 
9/20/2008  FODF Canoe Day    Peg Bresnahan 884-6806   All Members 
  Canoes and snacks provided for FODF members at Lake Julia.  
9/23/2008  FODF Board Meeting   Gloria Clouse  884- 2006  
  Meet at Guion Farms at 7 pm 
10/18/2008 Tour de Falls    Gloria Clouse 884-2006  
10/19/2008 Tour de Falls    Gloria Clouse 884-2006  
  Shuttle Buses available to see 3 waterfalls and Lake Julia $10 donation 9am to 3pm  
11/8/2008  Fall Hike     Bev Parlier 883-9278  25 m embers 
  Explore interesting areas of DuPont.  Meet at Buck Forest Parking lot at 10 am   
11/25/2008 FODF Board Meeting   Gloria Clouse 884-2 006  
  Meet at Guion Farms at 7 pm .  Meet at Fawn Lake Parking Lot 
12/6/2008  Litter-Pick Up    Camille Ziegler   
  Join the Litter Haters!  Meet at Lake Imaging Parking lot at 9am  Help clean up the roadsides 
 
This is a schedule of planned events for 2008.  More details will be available later on each event in the newsletter and by e-mail.  
Reservations are taken one month before the event where there is a limit of participants.  Contact the board member listed or e-mail 
your reservation to events@dupontforest.com    
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Recommended: muddy sneakers or comfortable flats. Rain or Shine. Contact Aleen Steinberg (828) 885-2477 if interested in attending and for more 
information * Muddy Sneakers , an exciting new educational initiative, is bringing hundreds of kids into the forests of Western NC for carefully designed 
environmental education. Tied directly to the NC standard course of study, using adventure-based and discover—based learning strategies taught by 
knowledgeable instructors, the kids are getting to know the natural world with hands on experiences. 

Robert Morgan, prominent North Carolina author of Gap Creek & Boone, will be the guest 
speaker. For more information about the author  please visit his website—www.robert-morgan.com  

The Author 
Robert Morgan 

Mike Dirks / Times-News 
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All members are invited to join in CANOE DAY, Saturday September 20th at Lake Julia. Shuttle service will be provided.  
Hot dogs and their fixings will be served, as well as chips and drinks. Vegetarians need to provide their own picnic. We 
will gladly grill your soy dogs. Everyone please bring a salad or dessert to share. 
 
Because of the overwhelming response to last year’s event we are dividing it into morning and afternoon. The morning 
arrival time is 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. The afternoon time is 12 p.m. until 2 p.m. This way everyone gets to paddle and for a 
longer time. No one has to leave until 4 but those who sign up for the morning should plan on canoeing in the morning 
before the afternoon members arrive. Anyone who arrives after 2 runs the risk of not getting a canoe. Reservations 
MUST be in by September 13th so we can plan on the number of canoes and vests. Canoes and life vests are provided 
through the generosity of local camps. If you want to bring your own canoe or kayak and vests you are welcome to, but 
please let us know so arrangements can be made to get you into the Forest. 
 
Someone will be at the gate on the half hour to shuttle or carpool you back to Lake Julia. If you wish to hike to Lake Julia 
(approximately 1¼ miles), follow Conservation Road to Camp Summit Road by the airstrip. Follow Camp Summit Road 
until it intersects with Lake Julia Road. Turn right and you should be able to smell the hot dogs! 
 
Directions for entering the Forest: Drive to the Fawn Lake parking lot on Reasonover Road. If you are coming from Bre-
vard on 276, turn left on Cascade Lake Road and then turn right on the next road which is Reasonover Road. 

 
If you are coming from Hendersonville on Staton Road, 
go past Hooker Falls and Buck Forest parking lots until 
Staton Road ends at Cascade Lake Road. Turn left 
and go about 3 miles. Reasonover Road will be on 
your left. Those with your own canoes need to reserve 
your exact arrival time at the gate, which is just beyond 
the Fawn Lake parking lot on your left. Someone will 
meet you there. All other members using shuttle ser-
vice should park in the Fawn Lake parking lot where 
someone will be there to greet you. 
 
Canoe Day is a great way to meet other FODF mem-
bers and share experiences in DuPont Forest. Come 
join the fun! Don’t forget your camera! 
 
RESERVATIONS: Peg Bresnahan 828-884-6806 or 
register at events@dupontforest.com 

FODF Board member, Bev Parlier, will lead a moderate, 4 mile 
round-trip hike, on August 16th to Stone Mtn. We will be meet-
ing at the Guion Farm Parking lot. Please bring a lunch, water 
& wear sturdy shoes. Please contact Bev at  
rokclimber@brinet.com or call (828) 883-9278 to register. 

FODF Board member, Rella Allred, standing near the top of 
Stone Mountain. Spring 2008. Photo courtesy of Bev Parlier 
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Canoe Day 2007 
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FODF is currently looking for new Board Members to help the 
organization support and encourage the advancement of the 
DuPont State Forest. According to the FODF By-laws, Board 
members must rotate off the Board after their second term 
expires, which leaves positions open for new people to take 
their place. If you are interested in becoming a Board member 
of FODF please contact President, Gloria Clouse (828)884-
2006 or you may e-mail her at volunteers@dupontforest.com  
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Would you like to be a part of The Host Team that a ssists visitors find their way in this beautiful Fo rest ? 
 
Hello, my name is Coni Taylor and I am the new Host Team Coordi-
nator for FODF. I am inviting each and every one of you to participate 
in our Parking Lot Host Program here at DuPont State Forest. The 
goal of ‘The Host Team’ is to provide a Host or two each Saturday & 
Sunday at both Hooker Falls & Buck Forest Parking Lots. The time 
commitment is only 3 hours. Please consider helping once a month, 
or even once a season. We have several available spots to choose 
from in August, September & October. Shifts are available on Satur-
days, Sundays & holidays, as follows: 
 

10-1pm – Hooker Falls Parking Lot 
1-4pm – Hooker Falls Parking Lot 
11-2pm – Buck Forest Parking Lot 

 

Kudos ! 
To the following active Host Team Members of 2008: Ben & Marian W, Bruce & Gretl S, Charles & Becky E, Dick & Di-
norah K, Eddie & Jo L, Jim & Bettie L, Coni T, Kent W, Peg B, Bev P, Camille Z, Aleen S,   
 
And to the following new Host New Members of 2008: Meg Y, Anne W, Sandra K, Ruth A, Lee L, Abigail B, Helen F, 
Jane F, Jean F, Nancy Mc, Stanley & Mary P, Wanda S. 
 
‘The Host Team’ members volunteer in the FODF booths for 3-hour time slots on Saturdays & Sundays at Hooker Falls 
& Buck Forest Parking lots. They provide a valuable service by supplying visitors with information, directions, maps and 
bottled water. We welcome new members at any time! For questions, comments and to be a part of ‘The Host Team’ – 
you can reach me at the following:        Coni Taylor 

coni.taylor@mchsi.com 
828-694-0571  

P. O. Box 6671, Hendersonville, NC  28793  
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Peg Bresnahan is placing grabbers, bags and signs into Camille Ziegler's hands. Camille, 
FODF’s newest board member is often seen scouting roadsides, trailing her innovative two-
wheeled cart, outfitted specifically for litter pick-up. Camille and her husband Don have 
adopted their own portion of the highway, as well as participating in river clean-ups. 
 
A big ‘thank you’ goes out to the twelve dedicated volunteers who showed up for litter pick-up 
on June 7th. We accomplished the corner of Hwy 276, down Cascade Lake Rd. to Staton/
DuPont Rd, to Sky Valley Rd. There were over 15 bags of trash and 3 tires collected. FODF 
Board member Peg Bresnahan also found an abandoned black kitten at Lake Imaging which 
she had adopted. 

 
The next litter pick-up will be on September 
6, 2008 at 9am. We will be meeting at the 
Lake Imaging parking lot. Grabbers will be provided on a first come, 
first serve basis, along with bags and gloves. Volunteers should wear 
sturdy shoes or boots. The pick-up will end at 11am. We would get 
the job done faster if we have more volunteers. ����

Keep up to date with more events sponsored by the 
Friends of DuPont Forest by going to 

www.dupontforest.com. 
Picture Courtesy of Ayers Christ 

Photo Courtesy of Coni Taylor 
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Photo of ‘Lake Julia in the Fall’. Courtesy of Jason Greene. A Royal Paulownia blossom near the Ranger 
Station Photo Courtesy of FODF Member Linda 
Young 
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Rhododendron in “Full Summer Bloom’. Courtesy of Bev Parlier Our very own Bev Parlier, going for a summer swim in Fawn Lake 

If you would like to share a photo, story, event or news about your DuPont State Forest experience, e-mail your informa-
tion to Nancy Black, Newsletter Editor at newsletter@dupontforest.com 
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New and Renewing members will 
receive a $20 gift certificate from  
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Membership                                Get Involved 
�� Student (1 Year) $10                          I would like to volunteer 

�� Friend (1 Year) $25  �� Trail Building & Work Crew 

�� Family (1 Year) $35  �� Adopt-a-Hwy Litter Pick-Up 

Donate at a level of $50 or more, receive a free Friends of DuPont Forest T-
shirt ( S, M, L, XL, XXL ) Circle one 

�� Special Events (Tour  de Falls, Canoe Day, etc) 

�� Partner (1 Year) $50  �� Special Forest Interest/Educational Programs 

�� Supporter (1 Year) $100  �� Membership Services 

�� Hooker Falls Contributor (1 Year) $ 250 �� Parking Lot Greeters 

�� Triple Falls Contributor (1 Year) $ 500 �� Grant Writing 

�� High Falls Contributor (1 Year) $1000 �� DuPont State Forest History Program 

�� Forest Angel (1 Year) $1001+ �� Fundraising Efforts 

�� Additional Donation $___________________ �� Other ___________________________________________ 

�      Save the stamps. Please E-mail my newsletter to the E-mail address listed below 

Mail this form to:                 Friends of DuPont Forest                     

   P.O. Box 2107 

                Brevard, NC 28712 
 

Name _____________________________Address__________________________________________ 
           (Please print clearly) 
City _______________________________State___________ ZIP______________________________ 
 
Phone (______)_____________________ E-mail ___________________________________________ 
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