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This year we will celebrate the 10™ anniversary of the
opening of the lands encompassing the major waterfalls in
DuPont State Forest to the public. DuPont State Forest
was established in 1997, when 7,600 acres formerly owned
by the DuPont company were deeded to the state. At that
time, a 2,200 acre tract that included Bridal Veil Falls, High
Falls, and Triple Falls remained in private hands. As a re-
sult of efforts led by Friends of the Falls, which was organ-
ized in April, 2000 to advocate for public access to the wa-
terfalls, this 2,200 acre tract was acquired by the state on
October 23, 2000. Volunteers immediately began to im-
prove the trails to the major waterfalls. The improved trails
were opened to the public on December 17, 2000. Friends
of the Falls subsequently disbanded and donated their
funds and leadership talent to establish the Friends of Du-
Pont Forest, which was incorporated on May 18, 2001.
Since then, more than 750,000 people have visited the
waterfalls and FODF has donated thousands of dollars to
improve access to the waterfalls. There are many ideas
about how FODF should celebrate this 10" anniversary.
Your ideas for - and more importantly, your participation in
- this celebration are encouraged. If you want to help,
please contact me at president@dupontforest.com.

Also this year, FODF will continue to participate in discussions with state officials about
policy and management changes that will affect some portions of DuPont State Forest.
Although FODF strongly supports the policies by which the Division of Forest Resources
has managed DuPont State Forest, we also recognize that, due to limited resources and
conflicting missions, this division has not been able to adequately deal with safety is-
sues, parking problems, and deterioration of trails caused by the large number of recrea-
tional users who visit the forest each year. In his strategic plan for 2009-2013, Secretary
Freeman of the NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) pro-
posed to A) develop DuPont State Forest as a model to evaluate how the divisions of
Parks and Recreation and Forest Resources and the Wildlife Resources Commission
can work together to better enhance the use of the forest for recreation, forestry, game
lands and scenic areas. B) If a plan is approved, it will probably be an on-going experi-
ment that will be modified as management problems arise. FODF will review changes
proposed by DENR to determine whether these changes provide needed resources for
these public lands without imposing significant changes in policies that affect visitors. |
am pleased to say that, thus far, DENR officials have been very receptive to our sugges-
tions and concerns. Although this experiment will require a lot of on-going cooperative
efforts and will result in some periodic pain and anxiety, it will be gratifying if FODF can
look back in 2020 and take pride in knowing that our efforts helped to create a new man-
agement model that enhances recreational uses while preserving natural resources in
every state park and forest in North Carolina. That would be cause for another 10 year
celebration!

Bridal Veil Falls after the rain storms
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DuPont State Forest, along with much of western North Carolina, started 2010 in a
deep freeze. The December 18" snowfall partially melted then refroze to form a layer
of ice on forest trails. Ice and below freezing temperatures limited visitation during the
first half of January 2010. Ninety-nine acre Lake Julia froze over for only the second
time since 2002.

Forest Staff - DuPont State Forest operated with a six-person staff during 2009. Frank
Cubero was promoted to maintenance supervisor in December. Frank’s maintenance
mechanic position will be filled in the next few weeks. An education ranger position
was eliminated, but we hope to gain a management forester position in the next few
months. Steve Galloway, who drives the helicopter fuel truck, has been assigned to
the forest when he is not needed for forest fire control.

Holmes Educational State Forest is now under DSF supervision. Their forest supervi-
sor position was eliminated in 2009. There are two education rangers at HESF. They
are Tim Fleming and Chris Spender.

Ice covers Lake Dense around the pier

Road and Trail Construction — The north end of High Falls Trail has been improved.
The remainder of the trail will be improved as weather allows. FODF purchased
gravel for the project.

The PBTA held workshops on road to trail conversion and mechanized trail building,
and made significant improvements to Pine Tree Trail. SORBA finished the work on
Pine Tree Trail and completed projects on Corn Mill Shoals and Reasonover Creek
Trails. PTB volunteers trimmed brush along several trails and repaired horse tie outs.
The FODF trail crew held seven workdays in 2009. They worked on Hooker Creek,
Ridgeline, Tarkiln Branch, Thomas Cemetery, Little River, Shoals Creek, Farmhouse,
Burnt Mountain, Nooks, Triple Falls and High Falls Trails. FODF funded improve-
ments to Sandy Trail that were completed by Trail Dynamics. Students from Brevard
College worked on Isaac Heath, Triple Falls and High Falls Trails.

A light snow on Jan.12, 2010 covered the ice on Lake Julia

Forest Management — Agri-science students from Rosman High School helped plant
64 American chestnut seedlings in December. (See the separate article.) To date, ap-
proximately 600 hemlocks have been treated for Wooly Adelgid using insecticides. In
addition 10,000 predator beetles have been released in recent years. Hemlocks will be
monitored to evaluate the effectiveness of these treatments.

Trees have been thinned to provide firewood to people in the local community. Indi-
viduals may obtain a firewood permit for $5.00 per cord by contacting the forest office.
A few laurel sticks continue to be harvested by a local cutter for 7 % cents each. White
Pines and yellow poplars were thinned along Conservation Road in November. The
yellow poplar logs were sold to a local sawmill. The white pine logs will be sawed and
used for construction projects on the forest. The Carolina Mule Association provided
mule teams to skid the logs to the roadside.

A fire science class from Wofford College will tour the forest in January to look at areas ) ] ]
that were burned to improve wildlife habitats. DSF staff and Wildlife Resources person- Ice built up on rocks and logs at Hooker Falls, but water

nel burned 111 acres last year. Additional burning will take place this winter if weather ~continued to flow in spite of below freezing temperatures
conditions permit. that lasted for several days.

Reservations, Events and Activities — Sixty picnic shelter reservations were
taken in 2009 to accommodate over 1,500 visitors. See Table 3. One hundred
nineteen vehicle permits were issued to persons with disabilities. Training sessions
were conducted by DFR, fire and rescue units from across the state, Emergency
Management, NC National Guard, NC Justice Academy, US Air Force, PTBA and
other groups. Muddy Sneakers was the leading group conducting classes in the
forest. The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education conducted 14 classes at DSF.
Other events included a cross country meet, running camp training, an orienteering
meet, an FFA forestry contest, canoe events, bike events and a llama pack trial.

Facilities — The public restrooms opened last spring and have been in use since.
Heaters were installed last fall so the restrooms can remain open this winter.
Funds to complete construction of the visitor center will not be available during

S - e 2010; however, some additional work will be completed by DSF staff and WPCC
Ice surrounds the boat house on Lake Julia. volunteers.
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DSF Volunteers, 2009 — Chase Mathis contributed 380 hours assisting
with field work through a high school work study program. Conni Taylor
was the leading volunteer with 522 hours. Other regular volunteers that
contributed 150 hours or more were Steve Biesecker, Bonnie Bomba,
Aleen Steinberg and John Reiff. These and other volunteers provide
valuable assistance to the DSF staff.

Over 6,000 volunteer hours were contributed to the forest in 2009. See
Table 1. FODF is the leading volunteer organization followed by Western
Piedmont Community College (WPCC), Southern Off-Road Bicycling
Association (SORBA) and Pisgah Trail Blazers (PTB). WPCC completed
two carpentry projects during the year, the Dense Lake pier and the
Fawn Lake gazebo. Woody Keen organized several SORBA work days.
Chuck Cordray and Chuck Ramsey did an outstanding job of organizing
and carrying out several FODF trail projects. James Gregory led PTB
work crews to trim trails, repair horse tie outs and maintain the barn area.
The DSF staff works closely with FODF and many other volunteer groups
to accomplish many tasks and projects. Even DENR Secretary Dee
Freeman and some of his staff assisted with a Triple Falls Trail project on
August 27, 2009.

In March 2009 the Professional Trail Builders Association held its na-
tional convention in Asheville and conducted four workshops in the forest.
As a result, 2,470 feet of trail work was completed and stone steps and a
retaining wall were constructed. The value of these projects is estimated
to be $8,600. See Table 2.

Forest Visitation The estimate of visitation for 2009 was 146,000. See
Figure 1. The average visitation for the past eight years was 126,000 per
year. Sixty-nine percent of the visitors were from North Carolina, 18%
from South Carolina, 4% from Florida, 2% from Georgia and 7% from
other states. In 2009 almost half of the forest visitors parked in the
Hooker Falls access area. Fifteen percent parked at Buck Forest, and 11
percent parked at the Fawn Lake access area. See Figure 2.

Table 1 - DSF Volunteer Hours Contributed in 2009

Figure 1 - Annual Visitation at Dupont State Forest
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2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Organization Type Organization Hours
DuPont State Forest Individual volunteers 1,863.5
FODF Friends of DuPont Forest 1,699.5
Western Piedmont Community College 712.0
SORBA Southern Off Road Bikers 612.0
Pisgah Trail Blazers  Equestrian Group 584.0
Trout Unlimited Fisheries Group 116.0
Carolina Mule Assoc. Equestrian Group 107.0
Four Circles Drug Recovery Group 101.0
Others School & private groups 91.0
Asheville High Riders 4-H Club 70.5
Brevard College Private college 70.5
DEC DuPont Equestrian Crew 67.5

Total 6,094.5
Table 2 - DuPont State Forest Volunteer Hours
by Activity & Value, 2009
Activity Hours Value*
Trail & Road Maintenance 1,491 $17,892
Facility Repair & Maintenance 1,375 $16,500
Administration 1,162 $13,944
Tours 1,101 $13,212
Parking Lot Hosts 366 $4,392
Forest Management 224 $2,688
Litter Pick Up 202 $2,424
Fish Stocking 116 $1,392
Other 61 $732
Subtotal 6,098 $73,176
Value of PTBA conference workshop projects $8,600
Total Value of donated services $81,776
* Volunteer service valued at $12 per hour
Table 3 - DSF Events, Meetings & Reservations
Activity Number People
Shelter use by reservation 60 1,502
Access by disabled permit 119 640
Lodging (person nights) 79
Meeting attendees 17 232
Work project participants 41 491
Training session attendees 22 366
Class by outside group 111 1,819
Tour de Falls (days) 6 1,486
Other forest tours 7 152
Guided hikes 13 180
Other special event attendees 46 1,999
Total participation 8,946
Figure 2 - Visitation by Access Area, 2009
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This is a schedule of planned events for 2010. More details will be available later on each event in the newsletter and by e-mail. Reser-
vations are taken one month before the event where there is a limit of participants. Contact the board member listed or e-mail your
reservation to events@dupontforest.com
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Trail Work Days Rella Allred 828-749-5626

Volunteers work days are scheduled the second Satur  day of each Month to maintain trails at Dupont

Winter Tree ID Hike Fred Roane 828-595-4181 25 members
Winter Walk with David Brown on DuPont trails. Meet at Fawn Lake at 10 AM

Nature Lover's Walk Bev Parlier 828-883-9278

As part of the Heart of Brevard Valentine's Day weekend, FODF will serve Hot Chocolate to forest users at High Falls Shelter 11-3
Winter Hike to Wintergreen Fred Roane 828 -595-4181 20 Members
Enjoy the winter woods with a easy hike to Wintergreen Falls. Meet at Guion Farms at 10AM

Litter Pick-Up Camille Ziegler 828-877-6431

Join the Litter Haters! Meet at Lake Imaging Parking lot at 10 AM

Look for Signs of Spring Fred Roane 828-8 85-2477 25 members
Enjoy the ecology of the spring season on the spring equinox led by Don Lazar, Director of WNC nature Center. Meet at Buck Forest at 10AM
Friends of DuPont Board Meeting Kent Wilc  ox 828-885-7949

Meet at 7 pm at Guion Farms

Annual Friends of DuPont Meeting Kent Wil cox 828-885-7949 Public Meeting
Meet at the Transylvania Library for a program focusing on future plans for DuPont. Social 6:30PM followed by meeting at 7:00 PM
Walk on the WildFLOWER side Peg Bresnahan 828-884-6806 30 members
Jenny Lellinger will help us enjoy the beauty of DuPont's Wild Flowers Meet at Holmes Educational Forest at 11:30 AM

Tour de Falls Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949 Public
Tour de Falls

Tour will be held on the condition that we are able to secure buses. Check Website for Updates.

Spring has Sprung Hike Bev Parlier 828-883 -9278 25 members

Join us on a hunt for Lady Slippers. Meet at Fawn Lake PL at 10 AM for a 6 1/2 mile moderate hike
Three Planets Astronomy Night
View Saturn, Mars and Venus and the evening skies with Bob Hayward from PARI. Meet at Guion Farms Parking lot at 9 PM

Volunteer Appreciation Day Melody Heltman 828-692-9333

Find your spot at DuPont Forest and learn about volunteer opportunities. Program at 10AM followed by lunch at 11:30AM

Blue Ghost Firefly Walk Aleen Steinberg 8 28-885-2477 25 members
Blue Ghost Firefly Walk Aleen Steinberg 8 28-885-2477 25 members
Learn about these intriguing insects from Prof. Jennifer Frick Meet at Buck Forest at 9pm

Synchronous Stroll Aleen Steinberg 828-885-2477 25 members
Discover the nighttime display of another type of firefly. Meet at Buck Forest at 9PM

National Trails Day John Williams 828-749-3624

Become a supporter of some of the 80 miles of trails in DuPont Forest

Litter-Pick Up Camille Ziegler 828-877-6431

Join the Litter Haters! Meet at Lake Imaging Parking lot at 9am Help clean up the roadsides.

Botany Hike Peg Bresnahan 828-884-6809 20 members
Jenny Lellinger will lead a hike to identify and enjoy plants of DuPont

Explore Big Rock/Cedar Rock Bev Parlier 8 28-883-9278 25 members
Learn about mushrooms and enjoy beautiful views. Meet at Corn Mill Shoals at 9 AM for a 5 mile strenuous hike. Bring a Lunch
FODF Board Meeting Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949

Meet at Guion Farms 7pm

Photography Experience Gloria Clouse 828-884-20 06 20 Members
Bring your camera and learn more about photographing nature.

Summer Hike to Sheep Mountain Bev Parlier 828-883-9278

Hike on a new trail in the north west corner of DuPont. Meet at Buck Forest at 9:00 AM and bring a lunch.

FODF Canoe Day Lee Lindsey 828-894-0773 Members
Canoes and snacks provided for FODF members at Lake Julia. Meet at Fawn Lake Parking Lot between 9 and 4.

FODF Board Meeting Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949

Meet at Guion Farms at 7 pm

Litter Pick-Up Camille Ziegler 828-877-6431

Join the Litter Haters! Meet at Lake Imaging Parking lot at 9am

Fall Color Hike Bev Parlier 828-883-9278 25 Members
Hike through the changing forest. Meet at Lake Imaging at 10 AM for a moderate 5 mile hike.

Tour de Falls Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949

Tour de Falls

Tour will be held on the condition that we are able to secure buses. Check website for Updates.

History Hike Fred Morris 828-877-5988 25 members
Discover more trails in DuPont Forest TBA

FODF Board Meeting Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949

Meet at Guion Farms at 7 pm

10th Anniversary Celebration Kent Wilcox 828-885-7949

Join us in celebrating the 10th anniversary of the opening of the waterfalls in DuPont State Forest.

LAV RRAY
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In October, 2001, Friends of DuPont Forest organized an event
called ‘Raise the Roof' to raise funds for a new roof on an exist-
ing log building next to the Buck Forest Access Area that might
eventually become either the Visitors Center or the Education
Center for DuPont State Forest. Members brought cookies and
cakes, heated cider over a gas burner in the log building, and
asked for donations from visitors to the newly-opened DuPont
State Forest. In 2003, this event morphed into Tour de Falls,
when FODF rented vans and used volunteers as drivers to take
approximately 100 visitors on a tour of the major waterfalls in
DuPont State Forest. In 2009, for a donation of $10 per person,
more than 1,600 visitors to the bi-annual Tour de Falls were
transported in 15-passenger mini school buses on a 10-mile
loop through the forest with stops at Triple Falls, High Falls,
Bridal Veil Falls, and Lake Julia. Over the past 6 years, Tour de
Falls has been an important fund raiser for FODF and has pro-
vided access to some of the most beautiful areas in DuPont
State Forests for visitors who would have been unable to hike to
these areas.

We recently learned that the company that has provided the mini-
buses for Tour de Falls for the past few years can no longer pro-
vide this service. We are looking for alternatives. Most commercial
bus firms lease 35- or 55-passenger buses that are too long to
negotiate the trails to Triple and High Falls. Consequently, we
may no longer be able to offer Tour de Falls to the general public.
We are considering other options, such as providing tours for
church groups, senior citizen groups, youth camps, and other or-
ganizations that can provide minibuses for their members. If you
are a member of such an organization that might be interested in
this option, please contact FODF at events@dupontforest.com.

A couple of years ago the gazebo at Fawn Lake was removed because it sustained damage from hurricanes/storms, etc.
In November 2009 Eric Hurley and 12 students from Western Piedmont Community College constructed a new one. They
also finished a small portion of the pier that wasn't completed on an earlier project. We hope to complete several more
projects in 2010 with the College. They have been doing projects in DuPont since 2006 and the gazebo is the 9th project.
This is a good partnership that DuPont State Forest and Friends of DuPont Forest have with Western Piedmont Commu-

nity College.

Photos courtesy of Chris McDonnell
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American Chestnuts Planted in DuPont State Forest

Agri-science students from Rosman High School helped plant 64 American chestnut seedlings in DuPont State Forest on Thursday,
December 17". They assisted DSF staff, volunteers from The Carolinas Chapter of The American Chestnut Foundation (CC-TACF)
and rangers from Holmes Educational State Forest. The chestnuts are from the first backcross with Chinese Chestnut, and are %

American and % Chinese. The trees will have some resistance to chestnut blight and will have many of the favorable characteristics of
the American Chestnut.

The students placed the potted trees next to red pin flags that designated the planting locations along White Pine Trail. They worked
in two person teams; digging holes, taking the trees from the containers and spreading the roots within the holes before backfilling the
soil around the seedlings. Once all 64 trees had been planted, the students attached plastic tree shelters to wooden stakes. The four-

inch diameter, four-foot tall tree shelters were placed over the seedlings and the stakes were driven into the ground to hold the shel-
ters in place.

Heather McNeely, the Agri-Science teacher at Rosman High School, said the students were currently studying American Chestnuts,
and she was glad they had an opportunity to be involved with chestnut restoration. Donald Surrette commented that it was good to
see the young people take an interest in American Chestnuts. “The large chestnuts that once dominated the Appalachian forests have
not been present in their lifetime,” Surrette said. “I won’t be around to see Chestnuts restored to their former extent,” Surrette said,
“but maybe some of them will.”

DSF Forest Supervisor, David Brown said he hopes to receive more American Chestnuts for additional planting projects. “I hope this
is just the first step in a major effort to establish several acres of blight resistant American Chestnuts in the Forest,” Brown said.
TACF's work to restore the American chestnut is a long-term effort. By backcross breeding blight-resistant Chinese Chestnuts with
pure American trees, the resulting progeny is a highly blight-resistant tree with the classic appearance of the American Chestnut. To
find out more about the organization go to their web site at www.acf.org.

Agri-Science students from Rosman High School gather with staff from DuPont State Forest, Holmes Educational State Forest and
volunteers from the Carolinas Chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation after planting blight resistant American Chestnuts in Du-
Pont State Forest. The white tube in the right foreground is a tree shelter that will protect the seedling during its early growth.

Keep up to date with more events sponsored by the F  riends of

DuPont Forest by going to www.dupontforest.com.
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Member Perspectives

Pictures of the Nov 14th hike, led by Bev Parlier. The hike was to Mine Mt, Corn Mill Shoals, Bridal Veil Falls then to Fawn Lake which was about 8 miles.

December 2009 litler pickup
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Photos of the hike are courtesy of Bev Parlier
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If you would like to share a photo, story, event or news
¥ about your DuPont State Forest experience, e-mail your
¥ information to Nancy Black, Newsletter Editor at:

VOVVPVPIVPVIIPIIIVIIIPIPIPISIIIYY newsletter@dupontforest.com
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Join or Renew Your Membership Now
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Membership Get Involved
Friend (1 Year) $25 I would like to volunteer
Family (1 Year) $35 Trail Building & Work Crew
Donate at a level of $50 or more, receive a freéefids of DuPont Forest T- Adopt-a-Hwy Litter Pick-Up
shirt (S, M, L, XL, XXL )circle one
Partner (1 Year) $50 Special Events (Tour de Falls, Canoe Day, etc)
Supporter (1 Year) $100 Special Forest Interest/Educational Programs
Hooker Falls Contributor (1 Year) $ 250 Membership Services
Triple Falls Contributor (1 Year) $ 500 Parking Lot Greeters
High Falls Contributor (1 Year) $1000 Grant Writing
Forest Angel(1 Year)$1001+ DuPont State Forest History Program
Additional Donation $ Fundraising Efforts
Other
Save the stampsPlease E-mail my newsletter to the E-mail addrisgsd below i
Mail this form to: Friends of DuPont Forest NeW. and Ren?W|ng .members v
P.O. Box 2107 receive a $20 gift certificate from
Brevard, NC 28712
Name Address
(Please print clearly)
City State ZIP
Phone ( ) E-mail
6€.8¢
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$ #.i
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