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Each of the six public parking lots in DuPont State Forest
has a green metal canister where visitors can make dona-
tions to Friends of DuPont Forest. When | took over the
job of collecting donations from these canisters, | was
warned to watch out for spiders, snakes, and dirty dia-
pers. Although | have not had to deal with those hazards,
| have encountered dog poop, a nest of angry bees, and
plenty of trash. In spite of some inconveniences, the can-
isters serve a useful purpose. Last year, more than
$1,000 was collected from the six canisters.

Recently, the canister at the Hooker Falls parking lot was
pressed into service as a Lost-and-Found box by a visitor
who found a wallet along the Triple Falls Trail. After find-
ing the wallet in the canister, | contacted the owner, who
lives in Mississippi. With his permission, his story as to
how he lost the wallet, and the consequences, follows:
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One of the canisters located next to a kiosk

AThe day | |l ost my wallet was a very difficult day. | had t

weekend to hike through some of North Carolina's famously beautiful wilderness. | chose to visit DuPont Forest to see some of
the spectacular waterfalls. Unfortunately, as | was closely admiring one of the falls, | slipped and fell into a small but deep pool
underneath the fall. | hadn't intended to get wet but | did have a change of clothes in the car | had rented. The change of
clothes wasn't really appropriate for a walk in the woods so | cut my day short and returned to Asheville where | had a flight
home scheduled later that day. That's when | realized my wallet was missing - I'm still not sure how | managed to drop it. Need-
less to say, | wasn't able to catch my flight with no identification. | returned to the forest to retrace my steps but to no avalil. |
then drove to Johnson City, TN where | had family who loaned me enough money to get home. | then made the 10 hour drive
back to Mississippi (thankfully the agent at the rental car counter took pity on me and let me keep the car although | had no

license). | always thought a Good Samaritan might retur mat
wallet and there were some gift cards | was saving to buy a new pack (preferably something with a zippered pocket for my wal-
l et) so I would Ilike to get it back. I woul d be happyationdo
the Friends of DuPont Forest. I wish | had been able to s

Inside this issue: Thanks go to the Good Samaritan who left the wallet in the canister and all the visi-
tors who contribute to our efforts to enhance recreational experiences and preserve

the natural resources in DuPont State Forest. Speaking of visitors and parking lots, |
News About the Forest 2-3 also want to encourage our members to volunteer as Parking Lot Hosts this summer
and fall. By providing information to thousands of summer visitors, our hosts allow
time for the DuPont State Forest staff to perform other tasks.
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David Brown, DSF Supervisor

2009 Bill Devendorf Award - Bonnie Bomba received the 2009 Bill Devendorf award at the FODF
annual meeting in recognition of her many years of outstanding volunteer service to DuPont State
Forest. Bonnie started assisting in the State Forest office in 2002. She delivered brochures to local
outlets and helped set up for meetings. She was a charter member of the Friends of DuPont Forest
Board of Directors. Bonnie is a past FODF volunteer coordinator and helped coordinate the Tour
de Falls. She continues to serve as a tour guide. Bonnie has provided valuable assistance for a
number of years. She contributed 212 hours of service in 2009, and has averaged almost 200
hours per year since 2003.

New Staff Member - Management Forester, Brian Schneider is the newest member of the DSF
staff, having transferred from the Asheville district on June 1, 2010. Brian is currently working on
getting a horse logger to salvage some of the white pines damaged in the February ice storm. He is
also working to complete the forest inventory. Brian will be moving to the area with his wife Megan,
a son, age 2 and a 6-month old daughter. We welcome him to the DSF team.

Forest Events & Activities T

The Fletcher Parks and Recreation Department held a half marathon in the Forest on April 10.
There were over 300 participants and many additional spectators. Race proceeds were donated to
FODF.

David Brown DSF Supervisor presenting Bon-  The North Carolina Native Plant Society held its spring meeting in Brevard April 30 through May 2.
nie Bomba the 2009 Bill Devendorf Award at Forest Supervisor, David Brown presented a program entitled Wildflowers of DuPont Forest. Ed
the April FODF Annual Meeting Swartzman with the NC Natural Heritage Program made a presentation on the plants and geology
of the Forest. Guided hikes were conducted in DuPont State Forest on Saturday and Sunday to
view wildflowers and other plants. The meeting was based at the Hampton Inn in Pisgah Forest,
and was well attended with over 65 participants.

The Southern States Llama Association held pack trials in DuPont State Forest April 30 through
May 2. Twenty-two people and 17 llamas participated in the event. Eleven of the llamas passed
pack trial certification.

Building technology students from Western Piedmont Community College assisted the forest staff in
constructing a porch roof on the log building at the Buck Forest access area. Timbers for the roof
were sawn from white pines harvested in the forest. The building will function as a visitor center
when it is completed. FODF member Chris McDonnell coordinated feeding the work crew, and
FODF provided the meals. The WPCC group will be coming back in July to do masonry work on
the visitor center.

Lots of events and activities took place in DuPont State Forest during May. Events included llama
pack trails, several guided hikes, a guided bike ride and guided bus tours for area retirement
homes. The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education held four fishing clinics during May. FODF, Pis-
gah Trail Blazers, Carolina Mule Association and Asheville High Riders 4-H Club participated in
volunteer work days. FODF held a training session for volunteers, Henderson County Rescue
Squad conducted search and rescue training, Mountain Home Fire and Rescue had chainsaw field
training, Conn-Arts Studio held an art class, and there was training on wetland assessment. There
were three picnic shelter reservations, ten handicap reservations and a film project during May.

The DuPont Trails Day on June 5™ was a success with over fifty people participating from five differ-
1 o N ent groups. Eight miles of trails were improved. Thanks to all those volunteers that gave their time.

Welcome Brian Schneider,
Newest addition to the
DSF Management Team

Members of the Chattahoochee Trail Horse Association (CTHA) visited the forest May 30-June 4
and participated in several trail work projects. Debbie Crowe was the leader of the twelve-person
trail crew. They are from north Georgia, and spend lots of time working on trails in the Cherokee
National Forest.

Parking Lot Name Change

The Forest Supervisor has worked with DOT to change the name of Buck Forest Ac-
cess Area to High Falls Access Area. The new signs are already in place since the

end of June. If you give directions to friends or family, tell them the closest access to
High Falls and the covered bridge is from the High Falls Access Area on Staton
Road.




WPCC students work to construct a porch roof on the DSF visitor center
building

Fringe tree viewed from Big Rock Trail during the NC Native Plant Soci-
ety hike on May 30"

All photos on pages 2 & 3 are courtesy of David Brown DSF Supervisor
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The entrance to Fawn Lake access area was patched by Tarheel Pav-
ing Company on July 1, 2010. This much needed work was funded by
FODF. The work was completed just in time for the heavy visitation
over the July 4™ weekend.

Ben Cart visited DuPont State Forest on June 30. Ben built
Summit Camps in the 1960s and operated a summer camp for
boys and girls until the mid 1980s. After the camp closed he
sold the property to DuPont. Later the property was transferred
to the state, and became part of DuPont State Forest. Ben was
joined in his visit by former camp workers and family members.

Pictured on left; (L to R) are Marilyn Garren, Ben Cart,
Katharine Cart-Crawford, and Ron and Barbara Tecza. Marilyn
and Katharine are former camp counselors and Ron and Bar-
bara were camp staff members.

David Brown

DuPont State Forest Supervisor
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Tour de Falls 2010

Kent Wilcox, FODF Board Member

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Over the past 6 years, Tour de Falls has been an important fund
raiser for FODF and has provided access to some of the most
beautiful areas in DuPont State Forest. We are pleased to an-
nounce that Tour de Falls will be held on the weekend of October
16 & 17, 2010, rain or shine. We have signed a contract with
Emma Transportation to provide five 32 seat school buses on
each day. If the weather is good and the leaves are colorful,
there could be as many as 500 visitors each day. From 9 am
until 3 pm each day, buses will leave the parking lot every 15
minutes and make stops at Triple Falls, High Falls, Bridal Veil
Falls, and Lake Julia. Most visitors spend 15 to 30 minutes at
each stop and board a subsequent bus that takes them to the
next site. As you can imagine, it takes a lot of FODF volunteers
to ensure that the visitors enjoy their tour.

March & June Litter Pick -up

Please mark you calendars now and consider serving as a volun-

teer for this event. Approximately 30 volunteers are needed
each day to serve as parking lot attendants, hosts at bus stops,
ticket sellers, tour guides, gate keepers, etc. Most of these tasks
require no training. There are two shifts each day (roughly 9 - 1
and 1 - 5); many volunteers work for only one shift. Couples of-
ten volunteer as hosts at the Triple Falls or High Falls shelters,
because they can bring comfortable chairs and relax in the shel-
ter while waiting for buses to arrive and depart. We need some-
one with a truck and a bit of muscle to transport, set up and take
down tents, chairs, and tables. A prepared script is available for
anyone who wants to be a tour guide. Serving as gate keeper at
the Buck Forest gate and directing cars to the parking area are
easy tasks. If you are interested in helping this fall, please send
an email to president@dupontforest.com.

Camille Ziegler, FODF Board Member

On March 27, 2010, 23 volunteers picked up 38 bags of litter and on

June 19, 2010, 22 volunteers picked up 15 bags of liter.

FODF would like to thank these two teams of dedicated volunteers
that beautify our access roads in the DuPont State Forest. Thanks to
Dan & Peg Bresnahan, Don & Camille Ziegler, Eddie & Josephine
Leach, Ken & Lin Korb. Lyle & Molly Burgmann, PJ Larson, Fred
Weed, Tim Schubmehl, Donna Valez, Pete Tintle, Annette Bum, Jim
May, Rick Pattillo, Jeremy Shackelford, Kevin Baker, Lyle Case,
David Shreve, Heide Miller, Ray Stadnick, Chris Doering, Donna
Valdez, Cathie Campbell, Loretta Robinson, Josie Quillen & Chris

Cook.

Keep up to date with more events sponsored by the Friends of

DuPont Forest by going to www.dupontforest.com.




